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MAP 4. Himalayan Tibet

In October 1936, the British Resident Frederick Chapman, or "Freddie" as he was 
known by his close associates, received an invitation to a game of soccer from a 
team calling themselves Lhasa United. The British Diplomatic Mission in Lhasa, 
unable to resist such a summons, hastily cobbled together a team of four British 
officials, four of their Sikkimese clerks, and a few of their Tibetan servants. The 
Mission Marmots, as the British called themselves, quickly came together as a 
team ready for all challengers.'When the British team arrived at the field, two 
miles past the Norbulingka Summer Palace, they found a large crowd and a care­
fully marked out pitch as well as their opponents. Decked in "garish harlequin­
coloured silk shirts with the initials'L. u: sewn onto their pockets:'Lhasa United 
were, as one British official later observed, "a remarkable looking team, and cer­
tainly needed to be'United!'There was a tough-looking Nepali soldier, a Chinese 
tailor, three bearded Ladakhis wearing red fezzes-the most hirsute being the 
goal-keeper, a Sikkimese:•i The final score was 1-0 in favor of the British. That fall, 
a total of four teams organized themselves to play the occasional match. While 
British officials would later insist they remained undefeated, others remembered 
the results differently.J In addition to Lhasa United and the Mission Marmots, a 
team of young Tibetan officials and clerks known as the Kudraks (Tib. sku drag), 
or the Aristocrats, joined the competition sporting silk uniforms adorned with 
a snow lion. The fourth and final team was composed wholly of Lhasa Muslims, 
referred to by the British simply as the "Lhasa Mohammedans." 

The four teams neatly reproduced Lhasa's main social divisions, and the matches 
qui改ly turned into elaborate social affairs with several matches occurring in quick 
succession that fall. The impromptu matches were brought to an abrupt end late 


























